
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 1st, 2026 

 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church 

Cape Girardeau, Missouri

Sunday Worship
with Holy Communion from Reserved Sacrament
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Scattered in the world we gather together as God's people in worship.

We bring the fragments of  our lives to be healed and made whole in

Christ as we gather in community.

Welcome! Beinvenido! Karibu!
___________________________________________

Worship lies at the heart of  the Christian life. It is in worship that we

express our theology and define our identity. It is through encountering

God within worship that we are formed and transformed as God’s

people. One of  the glories of  the Episcopal/Anglican Church is its

liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words and

actions through which public worship is conducted.

As we gather, we bring our diverse gifts: gifts of  music, dance, prophecy,

teaching, preaching, and friendship. We present these gifts in the form of

our most precious offering to God, our very selves, that all that we do

may be for God’s glory in the unity of  Christ’s church

Communion from the Reserved Sacrament

Today we share in Holy Communion from the reserved sacrament or by

“extension”. This is not a new celebration of  the Eucharist, but rather an

extension of  the Eucharistic feast once offered and consecrated at the

altar. In this act of  worship and celebration, we join with our siblings

across the Church in gathering at Christ’s to be nourished in following

Jesus. 

In this sacrament we are nourished by the Body and Blood of  Christ,

who has promised to be with us always, even to the end of  the age. As

we receive this holy food, we share in full communion with Christ and

with all who gather at his table—across time and space, throughout the

Church, and in the great company of  the saints.

Here at Christ’s table we find our life renewed, our hope strengthened,

and our unity deepened, as we are sent forth to love and serve the Lord

in the power of  the Spirit.

___________________________________________



Organist: Michelle SuhrThe Prelude

An Exhortation

#573 “Father, Eternal, 

           Ruler of Creation”

Gathering Song

Friends in Christ, welcome to this holy gathering. Today

we share in Communion from the reserved sacrament.

While this is not a new celebration of  the Eucharist, it is

an extension of  the Eucharistic table. The bread and wine

we receive were consecrated in the offering of  the

Eucharist at Christ Episcopal Church by the Rev. Canon

Whitney Rice, and they unite us fully with Christ and with

the whole Church across time and place.

Here we are nourished by Christ’s Body and Blood,

strengthened in faith, and joined with all who gather

at table. As we receive this gift of  grace, we are sent

out to love and serve in his name.

In fellowship with the whole Church of  God, with all who

have been brought together by the Holy Spirit to worship

on this day, and who have celebrated the Eucharist, let us

rejoice that we are called to be part of  the body of  Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all

share in one Bread.

Silence is kept for a time.

Presider:

Presider:

People:

We begin by praising God through song and prayer

Greeting

Presider:  Blessed be the One, Holy and Living God.

People:  Glory to God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

People:
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, 

All desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid.

Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration

of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Presider:

Confession & Absolution

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  

Silence is kept for a time

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed; by what we have

done, and by what we have left undone. 

Presider:

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly

sorry and we humbly repent. 

Presider: For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us

and forgive us; 

That we may delight in your will, and walk in your

ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen.

People:

Song of  Praise: Spoken 

Let us glorify the Holy One as we proclaim. Glory to you,

Lord God of  our ancestors, 

Presider:

You are worthy of  praise; glory to you. Glory to you

for the radiance of  your holy Name; we will praise you

and highly exalt you for ever. Glory to you in the

splendor of  your temple; on the throne of  your

majesty, glory to you. Glory to you, seated between

the Cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you 

People:

People:

People:
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Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in

heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of  your

people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect of  the Day

Presider :  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.          

Presider :  Let us pray.           

for ever. Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high

vault of  heaven, glory to you. Glory to you, Holy and

undivided Trinity; we will praise you and highly exalt you

for ever. Amen.

The assembly is then seated

We Hear the Sacred Stories

We hear the stories of  the experience of  God from our spiritual ancestors

The First Reading

A reading from Hebrew Scriptures
Micah 6:1-8

1Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the

mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you

mountains, the controversy of  the Lord, and you enduring

foundations of  the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his

people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what

have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!

4For I brought you up from the land of  Egypt, and redeemed you

from the house of  slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron,

and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of

Moab devised, what Balaam son of  Beor answered him, and what

happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving
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6“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself

before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt

offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with

thousands of  rams, with ten thousands of  rivers of  oil? Shall I

give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of  my body for

the sin of  my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the Lord require of  you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
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Lector :    Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People:  Thanks be to God.                  

The Psalm of  the Day  Psalm 15

The psalms are a part of  the poetry of  the Hebrew people 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *

      who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *

      who speaks the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;

 he does no evil to his friend; *

      he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *

      but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong *

      and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *

      nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *

      shall never be overthrown.



The Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

A reading from the New Testament Writings

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of  God.

19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise, and the

discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one

who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  this age?

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? 21For since, in

the wisdom of  God, the world did not know God through wisdom,

God decided, through the foolishness of  our proclamation, to save

those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called,

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the wisdom of

God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 26Consider your

own call, brothers and sisters: not many of  you were wise by human

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of  noble birth.

27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in

the presence of  God. 30He is the source of  your life in Christ Jesus,

who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and

sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let

the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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Lector :    Hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                  



The Reading of  the Gospel

Presider :  Hear the Good news of  Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.      

Matthew 5:1-12

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after

he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak,

and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be

filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are

the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for

theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people

revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil against you

falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is

great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets

who were before you.
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Presider :   The Gospel of  the Lord.

People:    Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon Pastor Carol Brazeale

The congregation is then seated

Sequence Hymn #483 “The head that once was

            crowned with thorns”

Preparing to Hear the Gospel 

We stand, as we are able, for the Gospel reading to show the particular

importance we place on Jesus’ words and actions



Presider :  We affirm our faith in the One, Holy and Living God. 

People:   We believe in one God, 

                  the Father, the Almighty, 

                  maker of  heaven and earth, 

                  of  all that is, seen and unseen. 

               We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

                  the only Son of  God, 

The Nicene Creed
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The Affirmation of  Faith 

We stand, as we are able, for the affirmation of faith

                  eternally begotten of  the Father, 

                  God from God, Light from Light, 

                  true God from true God, 

                  begotten, not made, 

                  of  one Being with the Father.

                  Through him all things were made. 

                  For us and for our salvation 

                      he came down from heaven: 

                  by the power of  the Holy Spirit

                      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

                      and was made man. 

                  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

                      he suffered death and was buried. 

                      On the third day he rose again

                           in accordance with the Scriptures; 

                 he ascended into heaven 

                     and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 

                He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

                     and his kingdom will have no end.

           



           

            We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,

                who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

                With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

                He has spoken through the Prophets.

                We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

                We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 

                We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 

                     and the life of  the world to come. Amen.
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Let us pray for the Church and for the world.Presider :

Lector : God of  love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our

Presiding Bishop; Deon, our bishop; Pastor Carol our

clergy; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who

seek you in the community of  the faithful. Equip us with

compassion and love, to carry out your work of

reconciliation in the world. God of  love, 

People: 

The Prayers of  the People

The concerns of the community and wider world, including those who are sick,

in need, or in want, are named

Hear our prayers for the church. 

Lector : God of  freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the

nations of  the world: For peace and unity across barriers

of  language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed

leaders, that they would serve the common good. Inspire

all people with courage to speak out against hatred, to

actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of

love. God of  freedom, 

People: Hear our prayers for the world. 



Lector : God of  justice, we pray for the earth, your creation

entrusted to our care: For the animals and birds, the

mountains and oceans, and all parts of  your creation that

have no voice of  their own. Stir up in us a thirst for

justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that

we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of

beauty and abundance that you have given us. God of

justice, 

People: Hear our prayers for the earth. 
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Lector : God of  peace, we pray for this community: For our local

leaders; for our schools and markets; for our

neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a

desire for equality, respect, and opportunity for all. Give

us courage to strive for justice and peace among all

people, beginning here at home. God of  peace, 

People: Hear our prayers for this community. 

Lector : God of  mercy, we pray for all in any kind of  need or

trouble: For those whose lives are closely linked with

ours, and those connected to us as part of  the human

family. For refugees and prisoners; for the sick and

suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing

violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice. We

pray especially for ____. Awaken in us compassion and

humility of  spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in all

persons. God of  mercy, 

People: Hear our prayers for all who are in need. 



Lector : God of  grace, we pray for those who have died: For the

faithful in every generation who have worked for justice;

for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for

martyrs who died because of  hatred; and for all the

communion of  saints. Make us faithful to your call to

proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and

bring us at last into the glorious company of  the saints in

light. We pray especially for ____. God of  grace, 

People: Hear our prayers for those who have died. 

Lord, hear the prayers of  thy people; and what we have

asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to

the glory of  thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Presider:
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The Exchange of  the Peace

We are a community of  reconciliation and peace; therefore, we greet each other

with a sign of  our desire for peace.

Welcome & Announcements 

And also with you. People:

The Peace of  Christ be always with you.  Presider:

Let us offer each other a sign of  Christ's peace. Presider:

The Offertory    

#694 “God be in my head, and 

             in my understanding”

The Offertory Hymn  

Presider :  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself  for us,

              an offering and sacrifice to God.

The ushers will receive the people’s offerings 



The Litany of  the Consecrated Gifts Form A

We give thanks to you, O God, for all things good and

beneficial to our bodies and souls. 

Presider:

We thank you, O God.People:

For the Body and Blood of  Christ set here before us; Presider:

People:

That you have brought us together in this place; Presider:

People:

Communion by Extension 

Today we share in Holy Communion from the reserved sacrament or by

“extension”. This is not a new celebration of  the Eucharist, but rather an

extension of  the Eucharistic feast once offered and consecrated at the altar 

We stand, as we are able, in body or spirit

We thank you, O God.

We thank you, O God.

That your eternal Word was made flesh for us; Presider:

People: We thank you, O God.
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For Christ’s life and ministry, death and resurrection; Presider:

We thank you, O God. People:

The Presider then leads the Assembly in the Lord’s Prayer.

That you fill our lives with grace and grant us the gift of

the Holy Spirit; 

Presider:

We thank you, O God. People:

That through this Sacrament you grant us a pledge of

our eternal inheritance; 

Presider:

We thank you, O God. People:

The Lord’s Prayer

So, with all who labor for your kingdom, with angels and

archangels, and with the saints in every age, we pray to

you, as our Savior has taught us:

Presider:



Our Father, who art in heaven,

   hallowed be thy name. 

   Thy Kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

People:

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen.
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Presider: God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people. Come God’s

people, come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of  life; whoever comes to me

will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will

never be thirsty.’ 

Draw near with faith: receive the body of  our Lord Jesus

Christ which was given for you, and his blood which was

shed for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,

with thanksgiving. 

Come to this table, not because you must but because you

may, not because you are strong, but because you are

weak. Come, not because any goodness of  your own

gives you a right to come, but because you need mercy

and help. Come, because you love the Lord a little and

would like to love God more. Come, because Christ loved

you and gave himself  for you. Come and meet the risen

Christ, for we are his Body. 



There is no fraction or fraction anthem 

The assembly then offers the following prayer

Presider: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of  the universe.

You create the fruit of  the vine and bring forth bread

from the earth. You give us the bread of  life and you

refresh us with the cup of  salvation in the Body and

Blood of  your Son Jesus Christ.  

As we share the bread and wine, grant us the grace

to receive these holy mysteries in faith and

thanksgiving for Jesus’ great sacrifice for us and for

all people, so that he may evermore dwell in us and

we in him. Amen. 

People:

The assembly is then seated
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The Communion Hymn                                 #655 “O Jesus, I have promised”

Let us pray. 

God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the week

made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. 

In the waters of baptism we were buried with him

so that we might also rise with him and so share his

victory over sin and death. 

Presider:

Presider:

People:

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the Celebrant.

If  you wish to receive the bread only, know that you receive the Sacrament fully.

 If  you do not wish to receive Communion, you are welcome to come forward, 

cross your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing.

Act of  Thanksgiving                                

Silence is kept for a time  

We stand, as we are able, for the Act of  Thanksgiving



You have transformed our lives into the living stones that

form your Church with Christ as the foundation stone. 

Strengthen this community’s bond of communion

and peace and deepen our solidarity with your

Church throughout the world. Rekindle within us

this Sabbath day the vision of your kingdom so that

our daily concerns and labor may find their proper

perspective. 

Presider:

People:

Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel.  

Give us the grace to see the true face of the people

with whom we live. In a world torn by sin and

division make us instruments of reconciliation and

mercy. We raise our voices in praise and

thanksgiving to you, O God. 

Presider:

People:
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May we who celebrate Christ’s resurrection this day share

in his eternal glory where he lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  

Presider:

People: Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one

with all your people. 

Presider:

People: Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that

we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 347 “Go forth for God, go 

            to the world in peace”



The Sending

“Now to the One who is able to do immeasurably more

than all we can ask or conceive, by the power which is at

work among us, to God be glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus from generation to generation for evermore.” 

Presider:

People: Amen. 

Our worship is ended. Our service in the world begins.

Go into the world to love what God loves. Go in Peace to

love and serve the Lord. 

Presider:

People: Thanks be to God.

The Postlude Organist: Michelle Suhr
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Today’s Servers: 

Presider............................................................Pastor Carol Brazeale

Eucharistic Minister.......................................Chris Masters

Lector...............................................................Brooke Clubbs

Host..................................................................Tabitha Snowden

Altar Guild.......................................................Paula Fetherston

St. Isidore’s Guild............................................Bruce Mims

Vestry Counter................................................John McGowan

Organist...........................................................Michelle Suhr

Next Week’s Servers:

 

Presider............................................................Pastor Carol Brazeale

Eucharistic Minister.......................................Gloria Miller

Lector...............................................................Tabitha Snowden

Host..................................................................Tanya Davis, Cindy Maher

Altar Guild.......................................................Mary Mims

St. Isidore’s Guild...........................................Bruce Mims

Vestry Counter................................................John McGowan

Organist...........................................................Michelle Suhr

Coffee Hour....................................................Open

If  a spot is marked “Open,” it still needs to be filled, please reach out if  you can serve!
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Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

We hope to see you again soon 

as we offer Christ’s unfenced love to the world.


