


We are a community forgiven and loved by God, 

joyfully called to the work of reconciliation. 
 

christchurchcape.org 

Welcome to Christ Church!  
 
We are so glad you have joined us for worship this 
morning. As we continue to recover from the recent 
COVID-19 pandemic, here are a few important guidelines 
for in-person services: 
 
• Masks continue to be required for all indoor 

gatherings at this time. 
 
• Social distancing is recommended between cohorts. 

Cohorts are family members and/or friends who agree 
to share close proximity. 

 
• No one should sit directly behind anyone else unless 

they are part of the same cohort.  
 
• Distance between cohorts should be maintained as 

much as possible. 
 
• It is each parishioner’s responsibility to follow social 

distancing guidelines, taking into consideration other 
parishioners’ safety and level of comfort.  
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Gathering 

 

Prelude   Mary Miller, Organist 
 
 
 
 

Processional Hymn  
 
 

#376  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (See bulletin p.13) 
 
All standing, the Celebrant says: 
 
Celebrant: + Blessed be the One, Holy, and Living God. 
 

People: Glory to God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Opening Collect BCP, p.355 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
 desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
 of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
 our Lord.  Amen. 
  

Gloria   Cwm Rhondda 
 
 

Glory to God in Heaven (See bulletin p.14) 
 
 

Collect of the Day BCP, p.234 

 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray:   
 

 O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in 
 showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 
 grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 
 become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 
 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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 The Readings 
 
 

The First Reading     Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the 

second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, 
“What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And 
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be 
fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O 
king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me — that is my 
petition — and the lives of my people — that is my request. For we 
have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to 
be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and 
women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate 
for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 
Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” 
Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was 
terrified before the king and the queen. 
 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 
“Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, 
whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman 
on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of 
the king abated. 
 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who 
were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 
enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as 
the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as 
the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness 
and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days 
of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one 
another and presents to the poor. 
 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The Psalm of Response   Psalm 124 
 

 1  If the Lord had not been on our side,  * 

  let Israel now say; 
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  2  If the Lord had not been on our side,  * 
  when enemies rose up against us; 
 

 3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive  * 
  in their fierce anger toward us; 
 

 4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us  * 
  and the torrent gone over us; 
  

 5  Then would the raging waters  * 
  have gone right over us. 
 

 6  Blessed be the Lord!  * 
  he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
 

 7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;  * 
  the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 

 8  Our help is in the Name of the Lord,  * 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 
 

The Second Reading    James 5:13–20 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 

They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of 
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone 
who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins 
to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a 
human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then 
he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its 
harvest. 
 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever 
brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Hymn  
 
#680  O God, Our Help in Ages Past (See bulletin p.15) 
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 The Gospel    Mark 9:38–50 
 
 

 Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  according to Mark. 
 

 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons 

in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following 
us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of 
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 
you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will 
by no means lose the reward. 
 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones 
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were 
hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have 
two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and 
the fire is never quenched. 
 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost 
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” 

 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Sermon  Rev. Annette Joseph 
 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
 

Celebrant: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
 

People: We believe in God the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
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 Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

People: We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power  
 of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God.  
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

People: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by 
 water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon us the 
 forgiveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus 
 Christ, keep us in eternal life by his grace; through 
 Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 
 

The Reader and People pray responsively: 

 
Reader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
 [Silence.] 
 

 For all people in their daily life and work; 
 
All: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for 
 those who are alone. 
 
Reader:  For this community, the nation, and the world; 
 
All: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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 Reader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 
All: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
 oppression. 
 
Reader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of 
 trouble; 
 
All: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, 
 and the needy. 
 
Reader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
  
All: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek 
 the Truth. 
 
Reader: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Deon our 
 Bishop, and for Annette our rector;  
 
All: For the people and ministry of All Saints  Episcopal 
 Church (1979), Farmington, and Richard, their 
 Vicar.  
 
Reader: And for all bishops and other ministers; 
  
All: For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
Reader: For the special needs and concerns of this 
 congregation. We pray especially for _____. 
 
 [Silence.] 
 

 The People may add their own petitions. 
 
 Hear us, Lord; 
 
All: For your mercy is great. 
 
Reader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
 [Silence.] 
 

 The People may add their own thanksgivings. 
  
 We will exalt you, O God our King; 
 
All: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
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 Reader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a 
 place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
 [Silence.] 
 

 The People may add their own petitions. 
 
 Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
 
All: Who put their trust in you. 
 
Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your 
 people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
 compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; 
 for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
 give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for 
 ever.  Amen. 

 
The Confession 
 
 

All are invited to kneel. 
 
Presider: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
 [Silence may be kept.] 
 
All: Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, 
 things done and left undone; 
 and so uphold us by your Spirit 
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of your Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Presider stands and says: 
 
Presider:  + Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
 your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
 you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
 Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 
 

All stand. 
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 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
 

The Offering 
 
 

Here at Christ Church, we consider gratitude and generosity to be 

spiritual disciplines. While some of us still can’t be together to pass the 

collection plate to one another in person, we encourage you to offer 

your gifts and service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  

If you are worshiping with us online, click here to contribute to our 

ongoing ministry. 

The plate offering for the first Sunday of each month is dedicated to 

the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

 
Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for 
 us, an offering and sacrifice to God.    (Ephesians 5:2) 
 
 

Offertory Hymn  
 
LEVAS #178  Sweet Hour of Prayer (See bulletin p.16) 
 
Representatives of the congregation bring the People’s offerings of 
bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Deacon or Celebrant. 
The People stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the 
altar. 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 
 

The People remain standing. 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
 

People:  And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
 

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=3554754
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 Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  You have filled us and all creation with your blessing 
 and fed us with your constant love; you have 
 redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one 
 body.  Through your Spirit you replenish us and call 
 us to fullness of life. 
 

 Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
 with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices 
 with all creation as we sing : 
 
 

Sanctus   (See bulletin p.17) 
 
 

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues: 
 
 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the 
 universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 
 image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
  

 You gave the world into our care that we might be 
 your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful 
 grace. 
 

 But we failed to honor your image in one another and 
 in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the 
 world around us; and so we violated your creation, 
 abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you 
 never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 
 salvation for all people. 
 

 Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into 
 covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
 sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
 prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
 

 Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal 
 Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the 
 human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed 
 your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 
 he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
 and life. 
 

 On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus 
 Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
 you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
 “Take, eat:  This is my Body which is given for you. Do 
 this for the remembrance of me.” 
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  As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
 and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
 and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
 new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all 
 for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
 this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 

All: Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues: 
 
Celebrant:  Remembering his death and resurrection, we now 
 present to you from your creation this bread and this 
 wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body 
 and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we 
 who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
 and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into 
 the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
 that with [ ______ and] all your saints, past, present, 
 and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
 unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
 praise, for ever and ever:  Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  
  
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, 
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 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
 

Fraction Anthem (See bulletin p.19) 
 
 

Communion 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
 remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
 him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 

Communion Hymn  
 
 

WLP #761  All Who Hunger (See bulletin p.19) 
 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 
 

With those who are homebound or otherwise unable to join us this 
morning and are watching the service online, we pray: 
 
Celebrant:  In union, O Lord, with the faithful of your Church 
 where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we 
 desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We 
 present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest 
 wish that we may always be united to you. And since 
 we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
 beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We 
 unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the 
 love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from 
 us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in 
 this life and in the life to come.  Amen.   
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 Prayer after Communion 
 
 

After communion, the Celebrant says: 
 

Celebrant:   Let us pray: 
 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Sung Benediction (See bulletin p.21) 
 
 

“Send Us Now Into the World in Peace” Richard Michael Joseph 

 
 

The Blessing 
 

 
Celebrant: Life is short and we have not much time to gladden the 
 hearts of those who walk the way with us. So be swift to 
 love, make haste to be kind; and may the blessing of 
 God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
 be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen.  
 
 

Announcements  
 
Please take an announcement leaflet from the host as you leave the church this morning. 

For more information about upcoming events at Christ Church and in the broader Cape 

Girardeau community, sign up for our weekly email newsletter by visiting us online at 

christchurchcape.org. 

 

Recessional Hymn  
  
 

#637  How Firm a Foundation (See bulletin p.22) 
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 Dismissal 
 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace. Go in hope. Go in love. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

We invite you to remain seated to enjoy the beautiful Postlude music, 
centering your hearts and minds in preparation to move joyfully and 
thankfully into the coming week to serve God and others. 
 
 

Postlude  Mary Miller, Organist 
 

 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all hymns are taken from  
 

 The Hymnal 1982 
 © 1985 by The Church Pension Fund 
 

WLP  Wonder, Love and Praise: A Supplement to The Hymnal 1982 
 © 1997 by The Church Pension Fund 
 

LEVAS  Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African American Hymnal 
 © 1993 by Church Publishing, Inc. 
 
Music reprint & broadcast licensing: 
 

OneLicense A-705012 

 376 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
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“Cwm Rhondda” Gloria John Hughes 
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680 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
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 LEVAS 178 Sweet Hour of Prayer 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  
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761 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 

Lamb of God 



 20 
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Send Us Now into the World in Peace 



 22 

 

637 How Firm a Foundation 
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Servers 
 

 Priest-in-Charge Rev. Annette Joseph 
 Eucharistic Minister Deb Brewer 
 Verger  Chris Masters 
 Reader  Carl Muench 
 Host  Judi Naeter 
 St. Isidore’s Guild Joshua Smith 
 Vestry Counter Kevin Hampton 

 Organist Mary Miller 
 



The collect addresses God as the One who exhibits power chiefly by showing 
mercy. That link between power and mercy was articulated in the book from which 
Sept 12th’s alternate to a psalm came, the Wisdom of Solomon: “thy Sovereignty 
over all causeth thee to spare all.” Compare the Prayer of Humble Access, “...same 
Lord whose property is always to have mercy.” 
 

First readings this autumn introduce less-known books of the Old Testament, such 
as Esther which heretofore has not appeared in a Sunday lectionary. Jews read 
Esther on the feast of Purim, to celebrate their deliverance from a pogrom. Set in 
what is now southeastern Iraq during the reign of Xerxes I, (“Ahasueres”) 485-464 
BCE, the Book is a novella, like Ruth, Jonah, and Tobit. Today’s excerpt is the 
climax of Esther, wherein the beautiful Jewish Queen of Persia denounces the 
grand vizer Haman who had plotted to execute all the Jews of the capital. 
Afterward the Jews institute a springtime feast to commemorate their escape from 
the genocide. No credit is given to God for the sparing of the Jews and no 
disapproval is registered about Esther’s marriage to a Gentile, grounds for many 
rabbis’ reluctance to include this book in the Bible.  
 

One of the Psalms of Ascent, Psalm 124 does give credit to God for the deliverance 
of Jews from their enemies, perhaps on their return from Exile, or soon after when 
they were attacked by groups resisting their resettlement. This corporate 
thanksgiving would fit well on the lips of those whom Esther had saved. In 
Christian liturgies, its v.8, “Our help is in the Name of the Lord....” opens a 
traditional blessing given by bishops.  
 

This month’s readings from James end with encouragements to prayer, especially 
to prayers for the sick, and with encouragement to seek out those who have 
wandered from the faith. Together with Mark 6:13, James’ admonition to anoint 
the sick with [olive] oil documents the disciples’ practice which was to evolve into 
the sacrament of unction of the sick. James says bringing “back a sinner from the 
error of his way...will cover a multitude of sins.” I Peter says, a multitude of sins 
will also be covered by unfailing love.  
 

The Gospel shows Jesus defending someone who does good, even though that one 
is not on the approved list of principals. He then lays out punishment for those 
who cause a “little one” to sin, the converse of James’ bringing back sinners; and 
he lists extremes, such as cutting off a hand, to which a believer might go to enter 
the kingdom. “Have salt in yourselves” might mean, preserve your own distinctive 
humble service. 

Rev. Stephen Weissman 
Asheville, North Carolina 

Notes on the Service 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 21) 
 

Esth. 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22  •  Ps. 124  •  Jas. 5:13–20  •  Mk 9:38–50 


