About Taizé
“Since my youth, I think that I have never lost the intuition that
community life could be a sign that God is love, and love alone.
Gradually the conviction took shape in me that it was essential to
create a community with men determined to give their whole life and
who would always try to understand one another and be reconciled, a
community where kindness of heart and simplicity would be at the
center of everything.” — Brother Roger
Today, the Taizé Community is
made up of over a hundred
brothers, Catholics and from
various Protestant backgrounds,
coming from around thirty
nations. By its very existence,
the community is a “parable of
community” that wants its life to
be a sign of reconciliation
between divided Christians and
between separated peoples.
The brothers of the community live solely by their work. They do not
accept donations. In the same way, they do not accept personal
inheritances for themselves; the community gives them to the very
poor.
Certain brothers live in some of the disadvantaged places in the
world, to be witnesses of peace there, alongside people who are
suffering. These small groups of brothers, in Asia, Africa and South
America, share the living conditions of the people around them. They
strive to be a presence of love among the very poor, street children,
prisoners, the dying, and those who are wounded by broken
relationships, or who have been abandoned.
Over the years, young adults have been coming to Taizé in ever
greater numbers; they come from every continent to take part in
weekly meetings.
“Renouncing from now on all thought of looking back, and joyful with
boundless gratitude, never fear to run ahead of the dawn, to praise
and bless and sing Christ your Lord.” — The Life Profession
Find out more at: http://www.taize.fr/en

The Gathering of God’s People
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we
express our theology and define our identity. It is through
encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed
as God’s people.

Opening Chant
Magnificat

(See bulletin p.14)

Greeting
Standing before the assembly, the Presider welcomes the community
to worship.
Presider:

+ Blessed be our God.

People:

Forever and forever. Amen.

Presider:

Holy One, you planted us by living water, that we
might be rooted in righteousness and justice. You call
us to be holy as you are holy.

People:

Assured of your love, help us cast aside all fear, so
that with hearts made pure we may love our
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
As we enter into worship we ask God’s forgiveness for things done
and things left undone and things done on our behalf so that we may
be reconciled to each other and to God.

Presider:

God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor
repay us by the measure of our failings. Therefore let
us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.

Silence is kept for a time for self-reflection.
Presider:

Most loving God, we confess that we have not loved
in thought, word, or deed.

People:

We have not loved you or our neighbors or
ourselves. We are sorry. Remind us that you love
us unconditionally and help us to rest in your
love..
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Presider:

When we wound or are wounded; when tempted to
judge; wherever there is hurt, loss, or despair.

People:

Fill our hearts with your love. Make us faithful
instruments of your peace. Amen.

The Presider assures the community of God’s love and forgiveness.
Presider:

+ Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
us in eternal life. Amen.

Song of Praise
Bless the Lord My Soul

(See bulletin p.14)

The Collect of the Day
Presider:

God is with you.

People:

And also with you.

Presider:

Let us pray:
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Sacred Stories
The assembly is seated. We hear the stories old and new.

The First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14–16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
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promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”
Reader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

The Psalm of Response
1

Psalm 25:1–9

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
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Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3

Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.

4

Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7

Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8

He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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The Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our
way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love
for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may
he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.
Reader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn
In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful

The Proclamation of the Gospel

(See bulletin p.15)

Luke 21:25–36

Presider:

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

People:

Glory to you, O Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,

and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of
the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”
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Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live
on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Presider:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People:

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Rev. Annette Joseph

Affirmation of Faith
Presider:

Let us affirm our faith in the One, Holy, and Living
God.

Silence is kept for a time.
Presider:

Do you believe and trust in God our Creator?

People:

We believe in God our Creator,
the maker of heaven and earth.
God is Love, and those who live in love live in God,
and God in them.

Presider:

Do you believe and trust in Jesus our Redeemer?

People:

We believe in Jesus Christ our Lord,
the beloved Son of God.
Jesus taught, healed,
and preached the reign of God.
Jesus died for us, then rose again,
and forever is God-with-us.

Presider:

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit our lifegiver?

People:

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who renews the face of the earth and gives us life.
We believe we are part of a living Church,
and forever we will live with God.
We believe in One God. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Presider:

Friends in Christ, God invites us to hold the needs of
our sisters and brothers, our siblings, as dear to us as
our own needs. Loving our neighbors as ourselves,
we offer our thanksgivings and our petitions on behalf
of the church and the world.
[A brief moment of silence is kept.]

Reader:

“Jesus went through all the towns and
villages...proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and healing.” Great Physician, your son Jesus brought
healing and wholeness to all in need.

All:

We lift up the prayers of our hearts for those still
burdened, those seeking healing, those in need;
We pray for...
[The People may add their petitions.]

Reader:

“The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.”
Remind us that in life and death we belong to you.

All:

We remember your blessed saints who now rest in
your presence, especially...
[Prayers for the deceased may be offered.]

6

Reader:

“Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your
God.” You call your people, O God, to live united in
your justice.

All:

Guide and direct the leaders of the nations to act
justly and promote your peace.

Reader:

“In Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.” Send your Holy
Spirit to the leaders and people of your Church.

All:

Teach us, your Church, to love and serve you with
body, mind, and spirit through loving your
creation and our sisters and brothers.

Reader:

“Shout and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for
great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” We give

you thanks for those filled with joy in our community.
All:

We celebrate and give thanks for the many
blessings of this life, especially...
[Prayers of thanksgiving may be offered.]

Reader:

Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out
your strength and courage upon us,

All:

that we may hurry to make you welcome not only
in our concern for others, but by serving them
generously and faithfully in your Name.

The Presider adds the concluding prayer:
Presider:

Guide us, O God, by your Holy Spirit, that all of our
prayers and all of our lives may serve your will and
show your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Exchange of the Peace
Presider:

The peace of Christ be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

Presider:

Let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s peace.

We are a community of reconciliation and peace; therefore, we greet
each other with a sign of our desire for peace.

The Offering
Here at Christ Church, we consider gratitude and generosity to be
spiritual disciplines. While some of us still can’t be together to pass the
collection plate to one another in person, we encourage you to offer
your gifts and service in any way that makes the most sense to you.
If you are worshiping with us online, click here to contribute to our
ongoing ministry.
The plate offering for the first Sunday of each month is dedicated to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and the second plate offering of each
quarter is designated for the Red Door Jubilee Center food pantry.

7

Offertory Hymn
O Lord, Hear My Prayer

(See bulletin p.15)

Representatives of the congregation bring the People’s offerings of
bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Deacon or Presider.
The People stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the
altar.

Holy Communion
The Eucharistic Prayer
Presider:

Bless these gifts and our lives, O God, that we may
share ourselves and our belongings with those in
need.

People:

Lift up our voices with those of all creation that
sing out in praise for your grace and love. Amen.

Presider:

God is with you.
El Señor sea con ustedes.

People:

And also with you.
Y con tu espíritu.

Presider:

Lift up your hearts.
Elevemos los corazones.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.
Los elevamos al Señor.

Presider:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Demos gracias a Dios nuestro Señor.

People:

It is right to give thanks and praise.
Es justo darle gracias y alabanza.

The Presider continues with the Eucharistic Prayer:
Presider:

8

Trusting and abiding God, we lift our hearts to thank
and praise you, because even when we are faithless
toward you, you are always faithful toward us. In
creation you made a myriad of wonders for us to

enjoy; yet in our sin we saw scarcity rather than
abundance. In Israel you made a people for your own
heart; but your people longed to be like other
nations.
In exile you taught your prophets and priests to seek
the welfare of the city where you had sent them.
There in a foreign land you made yourself known to
your people in a new way, so that when your Son
Jesus Christ was crucified for our salvation his
disciples saw in his servanthood the pattern of your
suffering love.
And so we gladly thank you, with your people on
earth and all the company of heaven, singing the
hymn of your unending praise:
People:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who comes
in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!

Presider:

Restoring God, as in Christ you made a new
community out of exiles, so today you gather to your
table the leper, the outcast, and the wounded. Send
your Spirit upon your church that it may be a
community of reconciliation and truth. Sanctify these
gifts of bread and wine: make them be for us the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
Who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave
you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them
saying; “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for
you; do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you
thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink this,
all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.”
Great is the mystery of faith:

People:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
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Christ will come again.

Presider:

God of healing and grace, bless those who are in
exile and see no way to reach home. Be close to all
who have no house to live in, no garden to plant, no
food to eat, no respite from sickness, prejudice,
oppression, or danger.
By the power of your Holy Spirit abide with those
whose time is short, that they may know that if they
die with Christ, they will also live with him; that if they
endure, they will also reign with him; until that day
when he returns in glory with judgment enfolded in
mercy and truth embraced by grace, ever one God,
Trinity of holiness and love.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty
God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider:

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
pray:

People:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed by thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread in view of the Assembly.
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Presider:

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.

People:

We who are many are one body, for we all share in
the one bread.

Presider:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

People:

Have mercy on us.

Presider:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

People:

Have mercy on us.

Presider:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

People:

Grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
Presider:

These are God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people.
So come to this table you who have been here often
and you who have not been here in a long time. You
who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have
failed. You who are full of faith and full of doubt.
Come, it is Christ himself who invites you to meet him
here.

Communion Hymn
The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Peace

(See bulletin p.16)

The Great Silence
Once all have received communion and the Holy Table has been
cleared the community observes a moment of silent reflection and
prayer.
Presider:

Jesus said to his disciples, “Come away to a quiet
place and rest for a while.” Therefore, let us now rest
in Christ’s presence in the silence.

A prolonged silence is kept for a time.
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion
With those who are homebound or otherwise unable to join us this
morning and are watching the service online, we pray:
Presider:

In union, O Lord, with the faithful of your Church
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest
wish that we may always be united to you. And since
we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech
you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite
ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love
of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us.
May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this
life and in the life to come. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
After communion, the Presider invites the congregation to stand and
pray, saying:
Presider:

God is with you.

People:

And also with you.

Presider:

Let us pray:

People:

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you
thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of
your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his
body in the world, so that more and more we will
give you praise and serve your earth and its many
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Blessing
Presider:
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Life is short and we have not much time to gladden
the hearts of those who walk the way with us. So be
swift to love, make haste to be kind; and may the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Announcements
Please take an announcement leaflet from the host as you leave the
church this morning. For more information about upcoming events at
Christ Church and in the broader Cape Girardeau community, sign up
for our weekly email newsletter by visiting us online at
christchurchcape.org.

Closing Hymn
Wait for the Lord

(See bulletin p.17)

Dismissal
Presider:

Our worship is ended. Our service in the world
begins. Go forth into the world and share the Good
News of God’s love. Go in peace to love and serve
our God.

People:

Thanks be to God!

Servers
Priest-in-Charge
Eucharistic Minister
Verger
Reader
Greeter
Altar Guild
St. Isidore’s Guild
Vestry Counter
Organist

Rev. Annette Joseph
Gloria Miller
Chris Masters
Richard Joseph
Doc & Karen Cain
Mary Alice Regenhardt
Joshua Smith
Julie Wittenborn-Sikorski
Mary Miller
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Magnificat

Bless the Lord, My Soul
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In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful

O Lord, Hear My Prayer

15

The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Peace

16

Wait for the Lord
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Notes on the Service
The First Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Jer. 33:14–16 • Ps. 25:1–9 • 1 Thess. 3:9–13 • Lk. 21:25–36

In Roman times, when an emperor paid an official visit to a city, and the city’s
elders went to greet him at the city’s principal gate, it was called his Adventus.
Today begins Christ’s Advent season, as the church prepares to welcome the
Lord of Light in nature’s darkest month. The liturgical color for this period of
preparation is dark blue, or violet, symbolizing night-time sobriety and
watchfulness. Many churches now display a wreath with four candles, one for
each week of waiting for the messiah; and many display no flowers, signifying
the bleakness of life without the messiah.
The Advent collect, composed in English for the 1549 Book of Common
Prayer, is made of antitheses: cast off darkness, put on light; mortal life, life
immortal; now, the last day; great humility, glorious majesty.
During this Advent, all the readings from the Old Testament look forward to
the redemption of Israel. Today’s passage from Jeremiah promises a revived royal
house. This section, which does not appear in the Greek text of Jeremiah,
paraphrases and comments on the oracle in Jer. 23:5, “Behold the days are
coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and
he shall reign as king....” That oracle comes from the disastrous days of the last
King of Judah, Zedekiah, 597-587 B.C. That metaphor of a shoot from David’s
stump was first used by Isaiah.
Psalm 25 is a lament of someone trying to cast off darkness, a repentant Jew who
must endure the hostility of sinners. Less agonized than Jeremiah’s laments, but
similar to Jeremiah’s in that it is individualistic, it promises guidance to those
Jews who keep the laws of God’s covenant.
On this first Sunday of the year is read what could be the first written book of
the New Testament, I Thessalonians, containing Paul’s expectation that Jesus’
second coming will be soon. In the Letter’s closing blessing, which serves as
today’s epistle, Paul prays that God will keep his congregation in Thessalonika
“blameless...at the coming of our Lord,” an advent prayer like the last line of the
Gospel, “able to stand before the Son of Man.”
In the coming year, most of the Gospel readings will be from Luke. Like Paul
with whom he traveled, Luke expected Christ’s second coming to be soon and
catastrophic. In a parallel to Mark 13, Christ declares “you will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power.” Together with Revelation, these “little
apocalypses” in Matthew, Mark, and Luke are surreal visions of God’s final
triumph over darkness, a triumph for which Advent prepares us who wait.
Rev. Stephen Weissman
Asheville, North Carolina

