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Prelude ........................................................................Mary Mims, Organist 
 

Processional Hymn..............................#376 Joyful, joyful we adore thee  
 

All standing, the Presider says 
 

Presider:  Come Holy Spirt, our souls inspire.  
People:  And fill us with celestial fire!  
 

Presider:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
  known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
  thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
  magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
  Amen. 
 

Song of Praise..............................Be a bright flame before me (on p. 8) 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God is with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

Presider: Let us pray: 
 

  Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of 
  all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your 
  Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all 
  goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
  works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
  and ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading               Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of 

the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: 
 

What wrong did your ancestors find in me 
 that they went far from me, 
 

and went after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? 
 

They did not say, "Where is the Lord 
 who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 
 

who led us in the wilderness, 
 in a land of deserts and pits, 
 

in a land of drought and deep darkness, 
 in a land that no one passes through, 
 where no one lives?" 
 

I brought you into a plentiful land 

The Gathering of God’s People 
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 to eat its fruits and its good things. 
 

But when you entered you defiled my land, 
 and made my heritage an abomination. 
 

The priests did not say, "Where is the Lord?" 
 Those who handle the law did not know me; 
 

the rulers transgressed against me; 
 the prophets prophesied by Baal, 
 and went after things that do not profit. 
 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, 
 and I accuse your children's children. 
 

Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 
 send to Kedar and examine with care; 
 see if there has ever been such a thing. 
 

Has a nation changed its gods, 
 even though they are no gods? 
 

But my people have changed their glory 
 for something that does not profit. 
 

Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 
 be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
 

says the Lord, 
 

for my people have committed two evils: 
 they have forsaken me, 
 

the fountain of living water, 
 and dug out cisterns for themselves, 
 

cracked cisterns 
 that can hold no water. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm         Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Exultate Deo     
 

1    Sing with joy to God our strength *  
  and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.  
 

10    I am the Lord your God, 
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 
 "Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 
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11    And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 
 and Israel would not obey me. 
 

12    So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 
 to follow their own devices. 
 

13    Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
 

14    I should soon subdue their enemies * 
 and turn my hand against their foes. 
 

15   Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 
 and their punishment would last for ever. 
 

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
 and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

The Second Reading                                Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 

 Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you your-
selves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators 
and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or 
forsake you." So we can say with confidence,  
 
 

"The Lord is my helper; 
 I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?" 
 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God.  
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The People stand for the Hymn and the reading of the Gospel.   
 

The Sequence Hymn....#477 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine   
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Third Reading                 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of 

the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 
closely. 
 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 
them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the 
host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this per-
son your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the low-
est place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, 
move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who 
sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a lunch-
eon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and 
you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, be-
cause they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous." 
 

Presider: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon                           Bob Lowe  
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Presider: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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  On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 

Presider: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers Of The People 
 

Presider: We pray for God to fill us with the Holy Spirit.  
 

Reader:  Generous God, we thank you for the power of your 
  Holy Spirit. We ask that we may be strengthened to 
  serve you better. Come Holy Spirit,  
People:  Renew your people.  
 

Reader:  We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We 
  ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 
  Come Holy Spirit,  
People:  Renew your people.  
 

Reader:  We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We 
  ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever 
  you call us. Come Holy Spirit,   
People:  Renew your people.  
 

Reader:  We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We 
  ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where 
  there is division, sickness and sorrow. We pray  
  especially for those we name: (list the sick) Are there 
  others? Come Holy Spirit,   
People:  Renew your people.  
 

Reader:  We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. We ask 
  you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 
  Come Holy Spirit,   
People:   Renew your people. 
 

Reader:  We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. We ask 
  you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. Come Holy 
  Spirit    
People:   Renew your people. 
 

Reader:  We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given 
  us by the risen Lord. We ask you to keep the whole 
  Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. 
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  Come Holy Spirit,     
People:   Renew your people. 
 

Presider:  Wise and loving God, who rejuvenates and enlivens 
  our days:  Give to the Diocese of Missouri  
  congregations engaged in the “Requiem or  
  Renaissance” process the courage to assess honestly, 
  the wisdom to discern your path forward rightly, and 
  the gratitude to continually praise you, who live and 
  reign with the Son and Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
  Amen.  
 

Presider:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
  sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
  all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
 

The Peace 
 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 

The Offertory Hymn....................#321 My God, thy table, now is spread     
 

The Agape Meal 
 

The Presider and People give thanks for the gift of our daily bread.  
 

Presider:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the  
  universe. 
 

People:  You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the 
  day when we may once again partake of the bread of 
  life, the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain 
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  scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so 
  gather your Church in every place into the kingdom 
  of your Son. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Presider and People give thanks for the gift of wine. 
 

Presider:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the  
  universe. 
 

People:  You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day 
  when you will once again refresh us with the cup of 
  salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory 
  to you for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Presider and People give thanks for the gift of food. 
 

Presider:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the  
  universe. 
 

People:  You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to 
  satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the 
  Eucharistic fast that is before us, that following our 
  Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy 
  of his resurrection. Glory to you for ever and ever. 
  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Presider then continues 

 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
 bold to say, 
  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made 
  us his children through the resurrection of his Son our 
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  Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. 
  Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Recessional Hymn...............WLP #812 I, the Lord of Sea & Sky  (on p. 9)   
 

Dismissal  
 

Presider: Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  
 Alleluia! Alleluia!   
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

Postlude......................................................................Mary Mims, Organist 
Servers 

 

 Presider Bob Lowe  
 Preacher Bob Lowe 
 Reader  Sue Balsamo  
 Greeter  Monica Waldon    
 Altar Guild Barbara Giddens    
 St. Isidore’s Guild Bob Lowe and Gina Mills    
 Vestry Counter  Sue Balsamo  
 Organist  Mary Mims 

Be a bright flame before me 



 9 

 WLP #812 I, the Lord of Sea & Sky 
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Last Sunday’s readings compared Israel with a vineyard. Today’s collect 
pictures God as the vine dresser: “...Graft in our hearts.. Nourish us...bring 
forth in us the fruit....”  September will be the month of the grape harvest. 
Last Sunday we read the call of the young Jeremiah to be a spokesman for 
the Lord. One of his early oracles, probably from the 630's B.C., serves as 
today’s first reading. Like Micah before him, Jeremiah asks rhetorical 
questions listing God’s mercies and contrasting Israel’s in-gratitude. Priests, 
lawyers, rulers, prophets, and the general population are apostates all.  Even 
pagans, in Cyprus and Kedar (a desert south of Damascus), are not so 
unfaithful to their gods. To inhabitants of parched lands, a cracked cistern is a 
scary image of squandering and futility. 
 

Today’s excerpt of Psalm 81 likewise contrasts God’s mercies with Israel’s 
refusal to accept his benevolence. Allusions in vss 11-14 are to Israel’s 
rebellions during their trek through Sinai, early examples of a persistent 
attitude, according to the prophets. Psalm 81 is thought to have been a hymn 
accompanying a prophetic liturgy in the first temple.  
 

The last of our serial readings from Hebrews is a passage of practical ad-vice 
instead of the theology of earlier passages.  “Entertaining angels un-awares” 
alludes to the Genesis episode wherein Abraham and Sarah entertained God 
or God’s messengers in disguise. “I will never leave you” quotes Joshua 1:5. 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid....” quotes Ps. 118:6.  Virtues listed, 
such as kindness to prisoners, fidelity to spouses, no greed, are some of “the 
fruit of good works” which today’s collect is asking God to produce in us. The 
last verse of this epistle serves as an offertory sentence. 
 

Last Sunday’s epistle pointed to the City of God as the goal toward which 
Christians struggle.  The City of God was the theology of history written by 
Augustine of Hippo, a principal theologian, who died Aug. 28, 430. 
 

Rabbi Jesus warns against trying to appear important. This is prudent counsel 
about modesty. At a higher level it commends the faith or the trust that God 
will in the end give each that recognition which he/she deserves.  The 
parable’s setting at a marriage banquet suggests that the advice against one-
ups-man-ship applies particularly in the community of the Messiah, who is 
routinely pictured by the Gospels as a bridegroom.  Jesus’ concluding advice 
about inviting the poor and the maimed to one’s dinners is standard Jewish 
teaching about benevolence, expressed also in today’s epistle, “do not 
neglect to show hospitality.“ 
  

 
Rev. Stephen Weissman 

Asheville, North Carolina 

Notes on the Service 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

   Jer  2:4-13      •   Ps 81:1, 20-26   •    Heb  13:1-8,15-16    •   Lk 14:1, 7-14  


