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Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church 

in Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 23 

May we all be.... 

                             just,  

      kind,  

                                  and humble.  
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Prelude ........................................................................Mary Mims, Organist 

 

Processional............................................#397 Now thank we all our God   
 

All standing, the Presider says 
 

Presider:  Come Holy Spirt, our souls inspire.  
People:  And fill us with celestial fire!  
 

Presider:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
  known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
  thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
  magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Song of Praise..................................Be a bright flame before me ( p. 12) 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God is with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

Presider: Let us pray: 
 

  O Lord, light our path with your grace and love, so 
  that we may always do the loving thing. We ask in 
  Jesus'  name. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading                              1 Kings 17:8-16  
  

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Go at once to Zarephath 
in the region of Sidon and stay there.  I have directed a widow there 
to supply you with food.” So he went to Zarephath. When he came to 
the  town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her 
and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a 
drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a 
piece of  bread.” “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I 
don’t have any bread—only a handful of  flour in a jar and a little olive 
oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal 
for  myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” Elijah said to her, 
“Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as  you have said. But first make a 
small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and 
then  make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the 
Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of  flour will not be used up and 
the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the 
land.’” She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was 
food every day for Elijah and for the  woman and her family. For the 
jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in  
keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.  
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

The Gathering of God’s People 
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The Psalm                 Psalm 103:1-13  
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul,  * 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
 and forget not all his benefits. 
 

He forgives all your sins * 
 and heals all your infirmities;  
 

He redeems your life from the grave *   
 and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;  
 

He satisfies you with good things, *  
 and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 
 

The LORD executes righteousness *  
 and judgment for all who are oppressed.  
 

He made his ways known to Moses *   
 and his works to the children of Israel.  
 

The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *   
 slow to anger and of great kindness.  
 

He will not always accuse us, *  
 nor will he keep his anger for ever.  
 

He has not dealt with us according to oursins, *   
 nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.  
 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, *  
 so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.  
 

As far as the east is from the west, *  
 so far has he removed our sins from us.  
 

As a father cares for his children, *  
 so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
 
The Second Reading                                       Colossians 3:12-17  
 

 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,  and patience. Bear with 
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one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything togeth-
er in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual  songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving  thanks to 
God the Father through him.   
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The People stand for the Hymn and the reading of the Gospel.   
 

The Sequence Hymn...............#410 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven     
 

The Gospel            Matthew 20:29-34  
 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
  to Luke. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. There 
were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that 
Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 
David!” The  crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet, but they shout-
ed even more loudly, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son  of David!” Jesus 
stood still and called them, saying, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” They said to  him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” Moved with 
compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they regained 
their sight and followed him.  
 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Sermon                 Rev. Edie Bird 
 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Presider: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 

Presider: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers Of The People 
 

Presider: God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what 
  does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to 
  love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
  Micah 6:8  
 

Reader:  Let us, in this season of national preparation, offer our 
  prayers and thanksgiving to Almighty God who calls 
  us to dwell together in unity...  
   

  Let us pray: Christ our Light.  
People:  Shine in our hearts.  
 

Reader:  You who framed the brightness of the first light in 
  creation; dispel the arrogance, animosity, and anger 
  that shatters the unity of your holy Church. 
 

  Fill your faithful people with the radiant light of truth, 
  that we may be made one in faith, hope and love. 
  

  Christ our Light.  
People:  Shine in our hearts.  
 

Reader:  You who delivered your people from the misery of 
  bondage in slavery to the land of promise; set us free 
  us from enslavement to division, disunity and distrust 
  in our public life and labor. 
 

  Illumine those in authority with the light of vision, that 
  they may lead the peoples of the nations to greater 
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  unity and concord. 
   

  Christ our Light. 
People:  Shine in our hearts.  
 

Reader:  You who patterned the stars and called the sun into 
  being, who appointed the moon and chartered the 
  cosmos. 
 

  Pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in 
  each other the beauty of the universe and the  
  splendor of creation, that divisions of race, class, 
  gender and ethnicity may dissolve into one common 
  humanity. 
 

   Christ our Light. 
People:  Shine in our hearts.  
 

Reader:  You who delight in the complexity of creation and the 
  splendor of each creature; help us to delight in the 
  diversity of the earth our island home.    
 

  Inspire your people to care for the earth and its 
  creatures and repent and return when we abuse, 
  misuse and neglect our fellow creatures. 
   

  Christ our Light.   
People:   Shine in our hearts. 
 

Reader:  You who call us into relationship with you and one 
  another; renew our hearts to be people of  
  community.    
 

  Knit us together to listen respectfully to one another 
  so that all might glorify you by using our various gifts 
  to raise up those most in need in our neighborhoods. 
   

  Christ our Light.   
People:   Shine in our hearts. 
 

Reader:  You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the 
  lost and the least; help us to be your compassion and 
  hope in the world.   
 

  Shower the light of compassion on the sick, the 
  sorrowful and the suffering, especially those we now 
  name... 
   

  Christ our Light.   
People:   Shine in our hearts. 
 

Reader:  You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity 
  the souls of those who have died; welcome those 
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  whose lives have been cut short by violence, warfare, 
  and strife.    
 

  Shine the light of hope on our faithful dead,  
  especially those we now name... 
   

  Christ our Light.   
People:   Shine in our hearts. 
 

Presider:  Just and compassionate God, you walk with your 
  people in humility and compassion in times of trial. 
  You call us to do justice, love kindness, and to walk 
  humbly with You and each other. Set us free from the 
  rancor of division and distrust that infect our hearts 
  and fracture our nation; that following the Way of 
  Jesus we may cast out fear; all for your love’s sake. 
  Amen.  
 

Presider:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
  sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
  all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
 

The Offertory Hymn.................#379 God is Love, let heaven adore him     
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Great Thanksgiving  
 

The people remain standing. 
 

Presider:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.  
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Presider:  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you 
  thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 
  mercy.   
   

  All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all 
  places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
  your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 
  whom you created all things. You laid the foundations 
  of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
  from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
  earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 

  Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you 
  create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the 
  morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly 
  beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
  
 

Sanctus Hymn:..................................................St. Thomas Williams (p.12) 
 
 
 

Presider: Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word 
 has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, 
 as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
 bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your 
 grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, 
 to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 
 himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
 

 Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed 
 us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to 
 you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 

 We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
 Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
 you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, 
 eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the  
 remembrance of me.” 
 

 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the 
 blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all 
 of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
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 poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 
 sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 And so, remembering all that was done for us: the 
 cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
 longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting 
 to you these gifts your earth has formed and human 
 hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 

All: Dying, you destroyed our death. 
 Rising, you restored our life. 
 Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Presider: Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of 
 bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
 Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
 Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 
 love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of 
 Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with 
 blessed St. Paul, and all your people into the joy of 
 our true eternal home. 
 

 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the 
 inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
 God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 

All: Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Presider then continues 
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
 bold to say, 
  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
 

Presider: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

St. Elizabeth’s Fraction      (p. 13) 
 
 

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
  him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 

Communion Hymn .....LEVAS #146 Break thou the bread of life  (p. 14)     
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

After all have received communion the Presider says 
 

 

Presider:  God is with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
 

Presider:  Let us pray. 
People:  Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by 
  sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to every 
  race, people and nation the way of life eternal: open 
  our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of 
  your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Blessing 

 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made 
  us his children through the resurrection of his Son our 
  Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. 
  Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

 

Recessional Hymn.............................#525 The Church's one foundation    
 

 

Dismissal  
 

Presider: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do  
 infinitely more that we can ask or imagine; Glory to  
 him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
 in Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen. 
  Ephesians 3:20, 21   
 

 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power 
 of the spirit.   
 

People:  Thanks be to God.  
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Postlude......................................................................Mary Mims, Organist 
 

Servers 
 

 Presider Rev. Edie Bird  
 Eucharistic Minister Bob Lowe 
 Preacher Rev. Edie Bird 
 Verger  Chris Masters 
 Reader  Brooke Clubbs  
 Greeter  Sue Balsamo  
 Altar Guild Elizabeth Miller   
 St. Isidore’s Guild Bob Lowe and Frank Miller    
 Vestry Counter  Sue Balsamo 
 Organist  Mary Mims 
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 Be a bright flame before me 

“St. Thomas (Williams)” Sanctus 
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 “St. Elizabeth” Fraction 



 14 

 LEVAS #146 Break Thou the Bread of Life 
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Thank you for visiting Christ Episcopal Church! 
 

Who are We? 
 

We are a community, forgiven and loved by God, joyfully 
called to the work of reconciliation.  

 

Known throughout Cape Girardeau as "the Red Door 
Church" by those we serve, our mission is to share God's 

love and grace.   
 

When are our Services? 
 

Services are held 10:30 A.M. — 11:30 A.M. on Sundays and 
Evening Prayer is from 5:30 P.M. — 6:30 P.M. on  

Wednesdays. 
 

We are hosting a Bible study group before service at 9:00 
A.M. on Sundays as well. 


