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September 17th 2023 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church 

in Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Prelude ........................................................................Leslie Jones, Pianist  

 

Processional..............................................................#362 Holy, Holy, Holy                 

 

Greetings                                 BCP 78 
 

Presider: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 1:2 

 

 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1 

 

 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14 

 

 Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead 
me, and bring me to your holy hill and to your 
dwelling. Psalm 43:3 

 

 The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before him.  Habakkuk 2:20 

 

 The hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for such the Father seeks to worship him.  John 4:23 

 

 Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and 
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble 
and to revive the heart of the contrite.”  Isaiah 57:15  

 

 

Confession of Sin                  BCP 79 
The Presider says to the people 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. Presider and People together, all kneeling 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Presider and People 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

The Gathering of God’s People 
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Invitatory and Psalter                                BCP 80 
 

Presider:  Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Presider and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Gloria...................................................................................Hendricks Insert 
 
 
 

The Psalm       Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 
 

Benedic, anima mea                 
 

1    [Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
 

2    Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
  and forget not all his benefits. 
 

3    He forgives all your sins * 
  and heals all your infirmities; 
 

4    He redeems your life from the grave * 
  and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 
 

5    He satisfies you with good things, * 
  and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 
 

6    The Lord executes righteousness * 
  and judgment for all who are oppressed. 
 

7    He made his ways known to Moses * 
  and his works to the children of Israel.] 
 

8    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 

9    He will not always accuse us, * 
  nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
 

10    He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
 

11    For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
 

12    As far as the east is from the west, * 
  so far has he removed our sins from us. 
 

13    As a father cares for his children, * 
  so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 
 

First Reading              Genesis 50:15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
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Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all 
the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, 
“Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I 
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants 
of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I 
in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as 
he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to 
them.   

 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading                                    Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the 
weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on 
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those 
who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while 
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to 
God. 
 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 
the living. 
 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. For it is written, 
 

 "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God." 
 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
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People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The People stand for the hymn.   

The Sequence Hymn.............#379 God is love, let heaven is adore him        

 

Third Reading                          Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 
 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by 
the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 
pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.”  
 

 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                Kent Miller 
 
 

The Apostles Creed                  BCP 96 
 
 

Presider and People together, all standing 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People               BCP 97          
 
 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Let us pray. 
 

Presider and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Presider then says one or more of the following Collects 
 
 

Suffrages A 
V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
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R.  Your saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God is with you.  
People:  And also with you 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 

 O God, because without you we are not able to 
please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 
in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays BCP 98 
 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the 
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord:  Give us this day such 
blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be 
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

A Collect for Grace BCP 100 
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in 
safety to this new day:  Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

A Collect for Guidance BCP 100 
 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We 
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in 
all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Mission 
 

Choose only one 
 

 Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 
whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers 
which we offer before you for all members of your 
holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they 
may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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or this 
 

 O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples 
of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near:  Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. Stay standing for hymns.  
 

Offertory Hymn..........................#377 All people that on earth do dwell                         
   

The General Thanksgiving                                                               BCP 101 
 

Presider and People 
 

 Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom 
you have made. 

 

 We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory.  

 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom              BCP 102 
 

Presider: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
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them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Then may be said 
Presider: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Announcements 
 

Stand for the hymn and dismissal. 
 
 

Recessional Hymn..............................#410 Praise my the king of heaven           
 

Dismissal              
 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Romans 15:13 

 

 Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.    Ephesians 
3:20, 21 

 

Postlude......................................................................Leslie Jones, Pianist 
 

 

During the Postlude, please leave in silence 

This Service’s Servers 

 Presider Bob Lowe  
 Preacher Kent Miller 
 Reader  Deb Brewer  
 Greeter  Sheila Thiele 
 Altar Guild Paula Fetherston 
 St. Isidore’s Guild James Boyer 
    Vestry Counter Dana Dickerson 

 Pianist  Leslie Jones  
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Announcements for Christ Episcopal Church 
 
 

- There is a new campus ministry project starting out between our 
secretary, Tyler Helm, and a campus student named Catherine Davis. 
The goal of this project is to organize performance from campus 
inside our church to bring student connections to Christ Episcopal 
Church. Since we have always had a rich and diverse background 
with music and the support on the River Campus, it only feels natural 
to want to do something in tangent with this. We are presenting 
“Spotlight Night”. We already have some students interested in 
bringing music and theatrical performances for this event which is so 
exciting. We also hope to have optional donations to the food pantry 
at the entrance which I think would be really nice. I am still checking 
to make sure that I can do this and get the event counted as a 
performance event through the school to allow it to be beneficial for 
students to attend as well. More details will be forthcoming on dates, 
times, and any questions will be answered. We are just so excited to 
begin on this and have an impactful and fun event to hopefully do just 
as much good while also having fun. 
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 Thank you for visiting Christ Episcopal Church! 
 

Who are We? 
 

We are a community, forgiven and loved by God, joyfully 
called to the work of reconciliation.  

 

Known throughout Cape Girardeau as "the Red Door 
Church" by those we serve, our mission is to share God's 

love and grace.   
 

When are our Services? 
 

On Sundays, there is communion at 8:00 AM and 10:30 
AM on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays. Morning Prayer 

is on the 3rd Sunday.  
 

Evening Prayer is from 5:30 P.M. — 6:30 P.M. on  
Wednesdays. 

 

We are hosting a Bible study group at 9:00 A.M. on Sun-
days as well. 


