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 Gathering 
 
 

Prelude “All Glory Be to God on High” Timothy Albrecht 
 
Opening Hymn 

477 Let Every Tongue Confess 
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All standing, the Celebrant says: 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
 known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
 magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
  
Hymn of Praise 

188 Love’s Redeeming Work Is Done 
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 Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Officiant:  Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the 
 Paschal mystery established the new covenant of recon-
 ciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 
 fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their 
 lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Readings 
 

The First Reading:  Acts 4:32–35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 

and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any posses-
sions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great 
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The Response:  Psalm 133 

 1  Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

  when brethren live together in unity! 
 

 2  It is like fine oil upon the head * 
  that runs down upon the beard, 
 

 3  Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
  and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
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 4  It is like the dew of Hermon * 
  that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 

 5  For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
  life for evermore. 
 

 

 

The Second Reading:  1 John 1:1 – 2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 

heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us 
— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete. 
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Hymn 
 

LEVAS 43     Because He Lives 
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The Gospel:  John 20:19–31 
 

 Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  according to St. John. 
 

 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
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which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

Sermon Rev. Annette Joseph 
 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Officiant: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
 

People: We believe in God the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Officiant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

People: We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Officiant: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

People: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Officiant: May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by 
 water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon us the for-
 giveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus 
 Christ, keep us in eternal life by his grace; through 
 Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Reader:  We open our hearts and minds and pray to you God. 
 We pray for the church around the world, may we find 
 we are sisters and brothers and stop finding what di-
 vides us.  We pray especially for ________. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We pray for this nation and all the nations of the world 
 that they may consider the common good and hold up 
 the least of these. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer 
 
Reader:  We pray for those whose lives have been touched by   
 violence and angry, hateful words. We ask you to re-
 mind us of your grace, mercy, and love for all you have 
 created. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We ask for you to hold these prayers for our communi-
 ties and especially for the homeless and those who 
 struggle. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
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 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We lift up to you the concerns of those here present 
 and those not with us especially: 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We thank you for the beauty of your creation and all 
 the blessings of this life. For those things which remind 
 us of You. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We ask for the comfort of those who grieve and peace 
 to the departed (especially...) 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
The Prayers conclude with the following or some other suitable prayer: 
  
Celebrant:  God of love, our refuge and our strength, hear the pray-
 ers of your Church, and grant us today what we ask of 
 you in faith. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace is exchanged: 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 



 10 

 
We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
Here at Christ Church, we consider gratitude and generosity to be spiritual 
disciplines. While some of us still can’t be together to pass the collection 
plate to one another in person, we encourage you to offer your gifts and 
service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  
Click here to contribute to our ongoing ministry by donating online. 

 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for 
 us, an offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2) 

688 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=3554754
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Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The People remain standing. 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
 

People:  And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
 

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, 
 all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.  
 

 All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all 
 places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
 your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 
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 whom you created all things. You laid the foundations 
 of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
 from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
 earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 

 Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create 
 is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morn-
 ing stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
 and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues: 
 

Celebrant: Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word 
 has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as 
 a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage 
 and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you 
 gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim 
 the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a 
 fragrant offering. 
 

 Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us 
 from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to 
 you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 

 We thank you that on the night before he died for us   
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  Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
 he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

 “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the bless-
 ing, gave it to his friends and said: 
 

 “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in 
 my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the for-
 giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 And so, remembering all that was done for us: The 
 cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing 
 for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you 
 these gifts your earth has formed and human hands 
 have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 

All: Dying, you destroyed our death. 
 Rising, you restored our life. 
 Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Celebrant:  Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of 
 bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
 Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
 Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 
 love. 
 

 Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 
 and in the fullness of time gather us with all your peo-
 ple into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 

 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the 
 inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
 God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 

All:  Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  
  

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name. 
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 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
 remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
 in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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 Communion Hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, p.192 
 

Celebrant:  Our Jesus, we believe that you are present in the Blessed 
 Sacrament. We love you above all things and we desire 
 you in our souls. Since we cannot now receive you sacra-
 mentally, come at least spiritually into our hearts. As 

321 My God, Thy Table Now Is Spread 
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 though you were already there, we embrace you and 
 unite ourselves wholly to you; never permit us to be sep-
 arated from you. Amen.   
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

After communion, the Celebrant says: 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray: 
 

All:  Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands; 
 now we put our lives into yours. 
 Take us, renew and remake us. 
 What we have been is past; 
 What we shall be, through you, still awaits us. 
 Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May God, who through the water of baptism has raised 
 us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and wor-
 thy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.  
 
 
Closing Hymn 

180 He Is Risen, He Is Risen! 
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Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

 
Postlude “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” Wilbur Held 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servers 
 

 Priest-in-Charge Rev. Annette Joseph 
 Reader Griffin King 
 Host Monica Waldon 
 Organist Mary Miller 
 Choir Director Randyn Heisserer-Miller 
 Ministry Intern Joshua Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprint & broadcast licensing: 
OneLicense A-705012 



Every year for the Sunday after Easter Day the Gospel reading is the story of 
Doubting Thomas, so this Sunday is often called Thomas Sunday, or else Low 
Sunday in contrast with the calendar’s highest feast, Easter Day. 
 

Today’s collect, adapted from an 8th century prayer, reminds us that Christ died 
and rose during the Jewish Passover holidays, thereby establishing “the new cove-
nant of reconciliation,” to perfect the old covenant established at the first Passo-
ver, when Israelites were freed from slavery. “Reborn into the fellowship...” al-
ludes to Easter-time baptisms; “fellowship of Christ’s body...” echoes today’s 
readings from Acts and I John. 
 

During Eastertide, first readings are from the Acts rather than from the Hebrew 
Bible. Today’s passage reports that the earliest believers in the Jerusalem church 
were so unified that they practiced community of possessions. We do not know 
for how long that communism persisted, nor why the church abandoned it. In 
the 3rd century, monks revived communalism. 
 

“Of one heart and soul” was an ideal not only of the Jerusalem church, but also 
of today’s Psalm 113. A modern Jewish commentator, Robert Alter, calls this 
psalm an “idyll celebrating harmonious life together in a fruitful land.” In an-
cient Mediterranean societies, rubbing fragrant olive oil on the hair and body 
was a feature of comfortable living. In v 4, the Prayer Book psalter follows the 
Hebrew text, translating that the dew of Hermon falls on the “hills of Zion,” a 
geographic impossibility, for Mt. Hermon is about 60 miles north of the hills of 
Zion, and dew does not fall that way. Alter corrects two Hebrew letters to read 
that the dew falls upon “the parched hills.” 
 

Epistles from now until Pentecost will be from a letter by the John who wrote 
the Gospel according to John, or by some member of his circle. The book is an 
extended meditation on the love of God. It opens with the author’s testimony 
that he, like Thomas in today’s Gospel, has touched the Word of Life. Today’s 
excerpt ends with a sentence which is one of the “comfortable words” in the 
Rite One Eucharist, “If any man sin, we have an advocate....” 
 

John describes how, on Easter night, the risen Christ had appeared to his disci-
ples, and had given them his Spirit to absolve. (Luke dated the giving of the Spir-
it at Pentecost, seven weeks later.) At an appearance on the following Sunday, 
the group includes a skeptical Thomas who had not seen the risen One earlier. 
Now, having touched Jesus’ scars, Thomas confesses Christ’s divinity. “Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet believe” is Jesus’ last beatitude. That is the 
reason for John’s having written: “to declare to you the eternal life that was with 
the Father,” as the Epistle put it. 
 

Rev. Stephen Weissman 
Saint Louis, Missouri 

Notes on the Service 

The Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32–35  •  Ps. 133  •  1 Jn. 1:1 – 2:2  •  John 20:19–31   


