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Gathering: Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude ñDivinum Mysteriumò Wilbur Held 
 
Opening Hymn   Randyn Heisserer-Miller and Kevin Hampton 

 

 112 In the Bleak Midwinter  
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 Bidding Prayer 
 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words: 
 

Officiant:  Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our 
 responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once 
 more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and 
 see the Son of God lying in a manger.  
 

 Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of 
 Godôs loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
 against him until the glorious redemption brought to us 
 by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the 
 yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs 
 of praise. 
 

 But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, 
 for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission 
 of the Church for which he died, and especially for his 
 Church in our country and in this city. 
 

 And because he particularly loves them, let us remember 
 in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry 
 and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 
 lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well 
 as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus 
 Christ.  
 

 Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly 
 Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
 number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 
 with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
 

 And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the 
 words which Christ himself has taught us, saying: 
 

All :  Our Father, 
 Who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come; 
 Thy will be done; 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
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 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 But deliver us from evil; 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power and the glory, 
 For ever and ever. Amen.   
 
Officiant:  The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us 
 the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the 
 citizens above may the King  of Angels bring us all. 
 Amen. 
 

Hymn  Randyn Heisserer-Miller and Kevin Hampton 

 115 What Child Is This 
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The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson: Bruce & Will Miller 
 Genesis 3:8ð15, 17ð19 
 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at 
the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid them-
selves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 
óWhere are you?ô He said, óI heard the sound of you in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.ô He said, 
óWho told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 



 5 

 

of which I commanded you not to eat?ô The man said, óThe woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and 
I ate.ô Then the LORD God said to the woman, óWhat is this that 
you have done?ô The woman said, óThe serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.ô The LORD God said to the serpent, 
 

 óBecause you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.ô 
And to the man he said, 
 óBecause you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
  and have eaten of the tree 
 about which I commanded you, 
  ñYou shall not eat of itò, 
 cursed is the ground because of you; 
  in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
  and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 By the sweat of your face 
  you shall eat bread 
 until you return to the ground, 
  for out of it you were taken; 
 you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.ô  
 
 

Special Music ñAdam Lay Yboundenò Richard Joseph 
 
 

Hymn Nona Nan Chapman 
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The Second Lesson: Gordon Jones 
 Genesis 22:15ð18 
 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, and said, óBy myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because 
you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as nu-
merous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the sea-
shore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their ene-
mies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain 
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.ô 
 
 

Hymn Gloria Miller 
 

60 Creator of the Stars of Night 
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 96 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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89 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

The Third Lesson: Toni Alexander, Eric Wersel, 
 Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 Camille Wersel 
 

 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness ð 
  on them light has shined. 
 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onwards and for evermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 
 

Special Music ñThe Angels Descendò Annette Joseph, vocalist  
  Jacob Joseph, flute solo 
 
 

Hymn Kevin Hampton 
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The Fourth Lesson: Janet Hinson 
 Isaiah 11:3a, 4a, 6ð9 
 

 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
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  but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand  
  on the adderôs den. 
 They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 

Special Music ñAll Things Arightò Michael Joseph 
 
 

Hymn Mary Mims 

111 Silent Night, Holy Night 


