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Gathering 
 
 

Prelude   Mary Miller, Organist 
 
 

“March”   David Johnson 
 
 

Processional Hymn  
 
 

#665  All My Hope On God Is Founded  (See bulletin p.14) 
 
 
All standing, the Celebrant says: 
 
Celebrant: + Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
 

Opening Collect BCP, p.355 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
 desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  the inspiration 
 of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
 our Lord. Amen. 
  
 

Gloria    
 
 

WLP #900  Glory to God (See bulletin p.15) 
 
 

Collect of the Day BCP, p.230 
 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray: Keep, O Lord, your household the 
 Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through 
 your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, 
 and minister your justice with compassion; for the 
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 sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
 ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Readings 
 
 

The First Reading     1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13 
 

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of 

Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but 
Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made 
Saul king over Israel. 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and 
set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He 
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then 
Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is 
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the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The Psalm of Response   Psalm 20 

   

  1  May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble,  * 

     the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 
 
  2  Send you help from his holy place  * 
     and strengthen you out of Zion; 
 
  3  Remember all your offerings  * 
     and accept your burnt sacrifice; 
 
  4  Grant you your heart's desire  * 
     and prosper all your plans. 
 
  5  We will shout for joy at your victory 
     and triumph in the Name of our God;  * 
     may the Lord grant all your requests. 
 
  6  Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed;  * 
     he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 
     with the victorious strength of his right hand. 
 
  7  Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses,  * 
     but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God. 
 
  8  They collapse and fall down,  * 
     but we will arise and stand upright. 
 
  9  O Lord, give victory to the king  * 
     and answer us when we call. 
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The Second Reading    2 Corinthians 5:6–17 
 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are 

at home in the body we are away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or 
evil. 
 
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; 
but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also 
well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves 
to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance 
and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From 
now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Hymn  
 
LEVAS #184  Blessed Assurance (See bulletin p.17) 
 
 

The Gospel    Mark 4:26–34 
 
 

 Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  according to Mark. 
 

 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 

seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the 
seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 
 
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.” 
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

Sermon  Rev. Annette Joseph 
 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
 

Celebrant: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
 
People: We believe in God the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 
People: We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
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 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God.  
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 
People: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by 
 water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon us the 
 forgiveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus 
 Christ, keep us in eternal life by his grace; through 
 Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   (Acts 1:8) 

 
Celebrant:  Let us offer our prayers and petitions to Almighty 
 God. 
 
Reader: Engage us O God in the renewal of this Diocese 
 towards your Christ-centered vision. Help us to realize 
 that we are bound one to another in our common life 
 and ministry. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Empower us, O God, to energize the ministry of all 
 the baptized, making our communities of faith healthy 
 and holy places of your presence that reach out in 
 compassion and hope in Christ’s name. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
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Reader:  Unite us, O God, to be compassionate and not 
 competitive, to be consoling and not controlling, to be 
 faithful and not fearful as we continue to build 
 relationships in communities centered on the vision of 
 your reign. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Guide us, O God, to be responsible stewards here on 
 earth, to prophetically witness to your reign. We pray 
 especially for members of the United Nations, for 
 Joseph, our President, for Michael, our Governor, 
 Robert, our Mayor, and other civic leaders, that they 
 may do justice and love mercy. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Deliver us, O God, from mistrust of one another and 
 the misuse of our gifts. Help us to see in our 
 worshiping communities, large and small, growing 
 and struggling your grace and promise. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Heal us, O God, in our communities, our families, and 
 in the hidden places in our hearts. We pray for those 
 in this community who are ill or in any kind of need, 
 especially _____. Give us the courage and the grace to 
 be your presence among them. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Comfort us, O God, as we remember all those saints 
 who have gone before us in light and have finished 
 their course in faith. Give to the departed the comfort 
 of your promise and presence, especially _____. Spirit 
 of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Reader:  Support us, O God, as we support each other, 
 particularly in Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
 Michael our Presiding Bishop; Deon, our Bishop; 
 Annette, our priest; and all who minister in witness in 
 your Church. Spirit of God;  
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People: We are listening.  
 
Reader: Teach us, O God, as we journey through the  Christian 
 life to continually engage each other, young and old, 
 in the spiritual formation, discernment, discipleship 
 and stewardship. Spirit of God;  
 
People: We are listening.  
 
Celebrant:  O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to 
 come: You have journeyed with your people Israel 
 and we pray you, journey with us now, in this time of 
 dreaming, daring and doing. Walk beside us on the 
 road that is ahead, calm our fears, awaken our hope, 
 and open our hearts, as together we seek your 
 guidance. Inspire us to discern your will for the 
 Diocese of Missouri. May we put our whole trust in 
 you as we look to Christ, the great shepherd of our 
 souls; who together with the Holy Spirit is alive and 
 reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

The Confession 
 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 
All: Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: + Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
 your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
 you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
 Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 
 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
 

The Offering 
 
 

Here at Christ Church, we consider gratitude and generosity to be 

spiritual disciplines. While some of us still can’t be together to pass the 

collection plate to one another in person, we encourage you to offer 

your gifts and service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  

If you are worshiping with us online, click here to contribute to our 

ongoing ministry. 

 
Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for 
 us, an offering and sacrifice to God.    (Ephesians 5:2) 
 
 

Offertory Hymn  
 
#594  God of Grace and God of Glory (See bulletin p.18) 
 
 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 
 

The People remain standing. 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
 

People:  And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
 

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=3554754
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Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you 
 thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 
 mercy.  
 
 All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all 
 places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, 
 your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 
 whom you created all things. You laid the foundations 
 of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
 from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 
 earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 
 Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you 
 create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the 
 morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly 
 beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 
 

Sanctus   (See bulletin p.19) 
 
 

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues: 
 
 

Celebrant: Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word 
 has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, 
 as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
 bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your 
 grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, 
 to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 
 himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
 
 Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed 
 us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us  to 
 you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.    
 
 We thank you that on the night before he died for us 
 Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
 you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
 
  “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for 
  the remembrance of me.” 
 
 After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the 
 blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
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 “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in 
 my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
 me.” 
 
 And so, remembering all that was done for us: The 
 cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
 longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting 
 to you these gifts your earth has formed and human 
 hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
All: Dying, you destroyed our death. 
 Rising, you restored our life. 
 Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Celebrant:  Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of 
 bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
 Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
 Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and 
 love. 
 
 Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 
 and in the fullness of time gather us with all your 
 people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 
 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the 
 inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 
 God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 
All:  Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

Celebrant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  
  
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
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 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
 

Fraction Anthem (See bulletin p.19) 
 
 

Communion 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
 remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
 him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 

Communion Hymn  
 
 

#302  Father, We Thank Thee (See bulletin p.20) 

 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, p.192 
 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in 
 the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time 
 receive communion, we pray you to come into our 
 hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you 
 with all our heart, soul, and mind. Let nothing 
 separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, 
 by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom 
 and unending peace. Amen.   
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Prayer after Communion 
 
 

After communion, the Celebrant says: 
 
Celebrant:   Let us pray: 
 
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 You have graciously accepted us  
 as living members of your Son  
 our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and 
 love, defend you on every side, and guide you in truth 
 and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, + the 
 Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
 and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
 

Recessional Hymn  
  
 

#525  The Church’s One Foundation (See bulletin p.21) 
 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Postlude  Mary Miller, Organist 
 
 

“Postlude”  David Johnson 
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  665  All My Hope On God Is Founded 
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WLP 900 Glory to God in the Highest 
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LEVAS 184 Blessed Assurance 
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594 God of Grace and God of Glory 
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Sanctus  

Agnus Dei  
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 302 Father, We Thank Thee 
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525 The Church’s One Foundation 



 

Servers 
 

 Priest-in-Charge Rev. Annette Joseph 
 Host  Sue Balsamo 
 Altar Guild Randyn Heisserer-Miller 
 Organist Mary Miller 
 St. Isidore’s Guild Matthew Heisserer-Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprint & broadcast licensing: 
 

OneLicense A-705012 

We are a community forgiven and loved by God, 

joyfully called to the work of reconciliation. 

 

christchurchcape.org 



The collect, a modern composition, is informed by Paul’s doctrine of the 
church. But it is difficult to imagine Paul’s having written a phrase as clumsy as 
“minister your justice with compassion....” 
 

Last Sunday’s reading from I Samuel was the story of the judge and king-maker 
Samuel’s having chosen Saul, despite his misgivings, as the first king of 
Israel.  Today we read that Samuel got so disillusioned with Saul that he 
searched for a replacement among the sons of Jesse the Benjaminite.  Just as his 
ancestor Benjamin had been the favored youngest son of the patriarch Israel, so 
Jesse’s youngest son is the favored one, the handsome herd-boy, David.  Rubbing 
olive oil on the head will remain the prescribed ritual for king-making. 
 

The “you/thee” for whom Ps.20 prays is an Israelite king, one of David’s 
successors.  A 2nd century pagan variant of Ps 20, either adapted from this 
psalm or derived from a polytheist original, has been found in Egypt. 
 

As our epistles from II Corinthians continue, today Paul reminds his Corinthian 
converts that while they are “away from” the Lord insofar as they are living on 
earth, they must live by faith.  Paul then [in the bracketed section] defends his 
ministry against the suggestion that some must have made that Paul was “beside 
himself” by saying that any such ecstasy he experienced was from the Lord. Paul 
will return to discussion of his mystical visions in a section of chapter 12 to be 
read July 4. 
 

Today’s passage finishes with Paul’s Easter conviction that Christ died for all, 
and thus all now can live in Christ, who has made all creation new.  This 
convection entered the ‘79 Prayer Book in one Lenten proper preface and in 
Eucharistic Prayer D, “live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for 
us....” 
 

In Mark’s Gospel, after Jesus has called his twelve apostles, he declares that his 
true family is not his biological relatives, but those who do God’s will. Then 
follow several parables about the kingdom, expressed in agricultural terms. 
Today we hear two of those parables, the one about seed sown and sprouting on 
its own, and the one about mustard.  The mustard seed parable is puzzling, 
because the variety of mustard grown in North America does not have an 
especially tiny seed, nor is it our biggest shrub. 
 

June 14 will commemorate Basil the Great, 4th cent. master theologian, liturgist, 
and organizer of monastic communities of the Orthodox East. 
 

Rev. Stephen Weissman 
Saint Louis, Missouri 

Notes on the Service 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

1 Sam. 15:34 – 16:13  •  Ps. 20  •  2 Cor. 5:6–17  •  Mark 4:26–34 


