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 Gathering 
 
 

Prelude “Prelude in Classic Style” Gordon Young 
 
 

Opening Hymn #450 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 (See bulletin p.12) 
 
 

Opening Rite: Liturgy of Light 
 

Officiant: Dear friends in the risen Christ, we gather today to 
 celebrate the Lord’s Day, and for a time to be united in 
 prayer and praise with each other and those who have 
 gone before us. Sunday has been called the Lord’s Day 
 because it was on this day that Jesus conquered sin and 
 death and rose to new life. As we gather in person and 
 online, let us be united in the spirit of Christ with the 
 Church around the world and celebrate our redemption 
 in Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection. 
 
 

Silence is kept for a time. 
 
Officiant: Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The following passage of scripture may be read: 
 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  (Colossians 3:1) 
 
 

Prayer for Christ’s Light 
 

Candles may now be lit during the following prayer: 
 
Officiant: O God, we give thanks for the gift of your light —  
 shining on the first day of creation, guiding us through 
 the wilderness, leading us to the land of promise. 
  

People: You sent Jesus, light of the world, to be our way of truth 
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 and life. Help us to follow him each day and rest in him 
 each night until at last we come to live with you in 
 endless light. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and with 
 the Holy Spirit we give you honor and glory, now and 
 always. Amen. 
 
 

The Confession 
 

As we worship we ask God’s forgiveness for things done and things left 
undone and things done on our behalf so that we are reconciled to God and 
each other.  
 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  
  

Silence is kept for a time.  
 
Officiant:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
 against you in thought, word, and deed; By what we 
 have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 

People:  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
 not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
 and we humbly repent.  
 

Officiant: For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
 and forgive us;  
 

People: That we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
 in eternal life.  
 

People: Amen.  
 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Officiant: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Collect for Purity 
 

Officiant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
 known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
 Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
 magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  
 
 

Hymn of Praise #495 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
 (See bulletin p.14) 
 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you.   
 

People:  And also with you.   
 

Officiant:  Let us pray: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted 
 your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
 kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but 
 send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us 
 to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Readings 
 

The First Reading:  Acts 1:15–17, 21–26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the 

crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 
“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus — for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the 
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day when he was taken up from us — one of these must become a 
witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone's heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place 
in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 
go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The Response:  Psalm 1 

 1  Happy are they who have not walked  

  in the counsel of the wicked, * 
   nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
   nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

 2  Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
   and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 

 3  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
  bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
   everything they do shall prosper. 
 

 4  It is not so with the wicked; * 
   they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 

 5  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright  
  when judgment comes, * 
   nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

 6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
   but the way of the wicked is doomed. 
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The Second Reading:  1 John 5:9–13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; 

for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 
Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their 
hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by 
not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 
Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life.  
 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Gospel Hymn #483 The Head that Once Was Crowned 
 (See bulletin p.15) 
 
  

The Gospel:  John 17:6–19 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to 

those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed 
that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 
I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that 
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the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them 
out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for 
their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.” 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon Joshua Smith 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Officiant: Let us affirm our faith: Do you believe in God? 
 

People: We believe in God the Father almighty,  
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Officiant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

People: We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of God.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Officiant: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

People: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Reader:  We open our hearts and minds and pray to you God. 
 We pray for the church around the world, may we find 
 we are sisters and brothers and stop finding what  
 divides us.  We pray especially for ________. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We pray for this nation and all the nations of the world 
 that they may consider the common good and hold up 
 the least of these. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer 
 
Reader:  We pray for those whose lives have been touched by 
 violence and angry, hateful words. We ask you to 
 remind us of your grace, mercy, and love for all you 
 have created. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Reader:  We ask for you to hold these prayers for our 
 communities and especially for the homeless and those 
 who struggle. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We lift up to you the concerns of those here present 
 and those not with us, especially: 
 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We thank you for the beauty of your creation and all 
 the blessings of this life. For those things which remind 
 us of You. 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Reader:  We ask for the comfort of those who grieve and peace 
 to the departed (especially...) 
 

 [Please add your petitions.] 
 

 God, in your mercy, 
 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Prayers conclude with the following or some other suitable prayer: 
  
Officiant:  God of love, our refuge and our strength, hear the 
 prayers of your Church, and grant us today what we ask 
 of you in faith. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Officiant:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  
  

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, 
 and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Agape Hymn  LEVAS #12 Come, We That Love the Lord 
   (See bulletin p.16) 
 
The Agape 
 

While sharing a common Eucharistic celebration is not possible at this time, 
this liturgy expresses our longing for a time when we can once more share 
and gather together at the Eucharistic table. This practice of giving thanks 
for bread, wine and food is ancient, going back to the hospitality our 
ancestor Abraham showed to his visitors. While not the full celebration of 
the Holy Eucharist, there is a relationship, in much the same way that 
giving thanks over water is a reminder of our Baptism.  
 
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of wine: 
 

Officiant: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People: You create the fruit of the vine; we long for the day when 
 you will once again refresh us with the cup of salvation 
 in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for 
 ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of our daily bread: 

 

Officiant: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People: You bring forth bread from the earth; we long for the 
 day when we may once again partake of the bread of life 
 the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered 
 upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your 
 Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. 
 To you be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Officiant and people give thanks for the gift of food: 
 

Officiant: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
 

People:  You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy 
 our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the 
 Eucharistic fast that is before us, that following our 
 Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy 
 of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the 
 power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The wine, bread and food may be consumed after the liturgy.  
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

Officiant: God of all creation, we gather on this first day of the 
 week made holy by the resurrection of Christ, your Son. 
 In the waters of baptism we were buried with him so 
 that we might also rise with him and so share his victory 
 over sin and death.  
 

People:  You have transformed our lives into the living stones 
 that form your Church with Christ as the foundation 
 stone. Strengthen our community’s bond of 
 communion and peace and deepen our solidarity with 
 your Church throughout the world.  
 

Officiant: Rekindle within us this Sabbath day the vision of your 
 kingdom so that our daily concerns and labor may find 
 their proper perspective.  
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 People: Fill our homes with the spirit of the Gospel and give us 
 the grace to see the face of Christ in the people with 
 whom we live. We raise our voices in praise and 
 thanksgiving to you, O God; that we who have 
 celebrated Christ’s resurrection this day share in his 
 eternal glory where he lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace is exchanged: 
 

Officiant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

We greet each other in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
Here at Christ Church, we consider gratitude and generosity to be spiritual 
disciplines. While some of us still can’t be together to pass the collection 
plate to one another in person, we encourage you to offer your gifts and 
service in any way that makes the most sense to you.  
Click here to contribute to our ongoing ministry by donating online. 

 
Closing Hymn LEVAS #60 How Great Thou Art 
  (See bulletin p.17) 
 

The Sending 
 

Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
 evermore. 
 

People: Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
Postlude “Cortege” Gordon Young 
 

A simple meal may now be shared. 
 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=3554754
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450 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 Priest-in-Charge Rev. Annette Joseph 
 Officiant/Preacher Joshua Smith 
 Reader Toni Alexander 
 Host Monica Waldon 
 Organist Mary Miller 
 Choir Director Randyn Heisserer-Miller 
  
 

Music reprint & broadcast licensing: 
OneLicense A-705012 
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LEVAS 12 Come, We that Love the Lord 
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LEVAS 60 How Great Thou Art 



We are a community forgiven and loved by God, 
joyfully called to the work of reconciliation. 

 
christchurchcape.org 



This past Thursday was Ascension Day, which marked the return of Christ to 
the Father, so today’s collect is about Christ’s exaltation. This prayer, written in 
English for the 1549 Prayer Book, also asks for the gift of the Spirit as it looks 
forward to next Sunday, Pentecost, when the story of the Spirit’s coming to the 
disciples will be featured. Because of that anticipation, today is called 
Expectation Sunday as well as the Sunday after Ascension Day.  
 

Today ends the string of passages from Acts which we have been reading during 
Eastertide by doubling back to the report in Acts’ first chapter about the choice 
of Matthias to fill the vacancy left by the defection and suicide of Judas Iscariot, 
thereby restoring the leadership to the sacred number twelve, corresponding to 
twelve Jewish tribes. Matthias is chosen by lot, as had been the places of the 
twelve tribes in Joshua. (Omitted by the lectionary are Peter’s quotations from 
two psalms which curse enemies.) The twelve’s responsibility is to witness to 
Christ’s resurrection. For that task, they will receive the Spirit, as the collects for 
today and next Sunday pray.  
 

John’s Gospel will call Judas a thief and the son of perdition, and Luke 22 joins 
John in claiming that Satan entered Judas. By contrast, the Cainites, a sect 
mentioned c. A.D. 190 by Irenaeus, attributed lofty intentions to him in their 
Gospel of Judas, a copy of which turned up in 1945 among discarded Gnostic 
books at Nag Hammadi, Egypt. Its translation from Coptic was touted as 
supposedly revealing truths suppressed by canonical writings.  
 

In Psalm 1, contrasts between the righteous and the wicked preface the entire 
Psalter. In the 1979 Prayer Book’s version, verses 1, 2, and 3 were emended 
from the original “he” to “they,” presumably for the sake of political correctness. 
The Hebrew’s singular pronouns make this psalm more easily applicable to the 
contrast between the fate of Matthias, “like a tree planted by streams” with that 
of Judas, “like chaff which the wind blows away.”  
 

I John is concluding his meditation on Jesus as the medium of eternal life. 
Biblical indicators are water for baptism and blood for crucifixion, showing that 
God’s testimony to his Son is greater than any human testimony. Believers’ 
inner experience of eternal life agrees. As last Sunday’s Gospel also said, 
whoever prays in accord with the will of God will be answered.  
 

In heaven, the exalted Christ prays for us. So the Gospel after Ascension shows 
Jesus praying for his disciples. In his high priestly prayer on the night of his 
arrest, Christ asks the Father to keep those whom he is leaving behind, except 
the one destined to be lost, Judas, safe from the evil one. 
 

Rev. Stephen Weissman 
Saint Louis, Missouri 

Notes on the Service 

May 16, 2021 — The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:15–17, 21–26  •  Ps. 1  •  1 Jn. 5:9–13  •  John 17:6–19 


